
 

 

 

EVENT OVERVIEW 
CITY:    Durban, South Africa 

SITE:    Durban International Convention Centre (Durban ICC) 

DATE:    20 – 28 May 2023 

OFFICIAL TABLE: 
  

DHS Rainbow black (show courts), DHS T1223 black (regular) 

OFFICIAL BALL: 
  

Double Fish V40+ *** white 

OFFICIAL FLORING: 
  

Enlio Super Weaving Surface 

MEDIA CONTACT:           media@ittf.com 

 
QUICK LINKS 

• Where to Watch  
• Highlights 

• Photos for editorial use 

• Upcoming WTT events  

• WTT Social media: Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | Weibo | YouTube | Wechat 
Mini Program | Douyin 

• Everything you need to know about World Table Tennis 
 
WELCOME TO 2023 ITTF WORLD TABLE TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIPS FINALS 

 
The ITTF World Table Tennis Championships Finals returns to the African continent for the 
first time since 1939 as the world's biggest stars prepare to write their names down in 
sporting history at the Durban International Convention Centre from 20 – 28 May. 
 
2021 World champions Fan Zhendong and Wang Manyu are out to defend their respective 
Men’s Singles and Women’s Singles titles against an elite cast of players in Durban, including 
Olympic champions Ma Long and Chen Meng, World No.1 Sun Yingsha, and more. In 
addition to the two singles events, champions shall also be crowned in the Men’s Doubles, 
Women’s Doubles and Mixed Doubles disciplines.  
 
Promising nine days of pure drama, South Africa sets the stage for the biggest show on 
earth. 
 

2023 ITTF WORLD TABLE TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIPS FINALS 
MEDIA NOTES DAY 1 
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DAY 1 TALKING POINTS 
 
 
A MATCH 84 YEARS IN THE MAKING – Dean LEVY (RSA) & Ibrahima DIAW (SEN) 

• The first World Championships Finals to touch down on African soil for 84 years kicks 
off with a continental celebration as Levy and Diaw clash on Table 1. 

• 1939 was the last time the event was held in Africa with Cairo, Egypt hosting on that 
occasion. 

• This marks Levy’s World Championships Finals debut, while Diaw is appearing at the 
event for the third time. 

• World No.119 Diaw holds a 450-position ranking advantage over World No.569 Levy. 
• This is the first time the two players have met at an international ranking event. 

 
Dean LEVY (RSA) vs Ibrahima DIAW (SEN) – Men’s Singles Round of 128 | Table 1 | 10:00 (GMT+2:00)  

 
 
 
ATTACK VS DEFENCE – Bruna TAKAHASHI (BRA) & SUH Hyo Won (KOR)  

• World No.37 Takahashi clashes with World No.45 Suh for the third time. 

• Korean defender Suh leads the head-to-head 2:0 against Takahashi. 
• Both of their previous encounters have come on the World Championships stage. 

• Suh beat Takahashi 3-1 at the 2018 World Team Championships in Halmstad before 
following up with a 4-1 win at the 2019 World Championships in Budapest. 

 
Bruna TAKAHASHI (BRA) vs SUH Hyo Won (KOR) – Women’s Singles Round of 128 | Table 4 | 11:20 

(GMT+2:00)  

 
 
THREE-TIME CHAMP IN ACTION – MA Long (CHN)  

• Men’s Singles champion in 2015, 2017 & 2019, Ma goes for his fourth World 
Championships success in Durban. 

• Absent from the player line-up two years ago in Houston, Ma returns to World 
Championships Men’s Singles action for the first time in four years. 

• This is the first match-up between World No.3 Ma and World No.140 Gaston Alto. 

• Alto is looking to reach the round of 64 for the second time running, beating Kai 
Zhang 4-0 at the opening hurdle of the 2021 World Championships Finals. 

 
MA Long (CHN) vs Gaston ALTO (ARG) – Men’s Singles Round of 128 | Table 1 | 13:20 (GMT+2:00)  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
HOME FAVOURITES DREAM BIG – Danisha PATEL (RSA) & Chetan NATHOO (RSA) 

• South African hopefuls Patel and Nathoo meet World Youth champions Kuai and Lin. 

• World No.7 pair Kuai and Lin outrank Patel and Nathoo by 145 positions. 

• Kuai and Lin won the Mixed Doubles title at WTT Contender Durban 2023 in January 
and have a total of five titles already this year. 

 
Danisha PATEL/Chetan NATHOO (RSA) vs KUAI Man/LIN Shidong (CHN) – Mixed Doubles Round of 64 

| Table 1 | 18:30 (GMT+2:00)  

 
 
 
HOUSTON HERO READY TO DO IT ALL OVER AGAIN – Truls MOREGARD (SWE)  

• Surprise 2021 silver medallist Moregard opens his Durban account against Eric Jouti. 

• World No.7 Moregard is hot favourite to prevail over the World No.174. 

• However, their one and only previous international clash went right down to the 
wire with Moregard holding the upper hand 4-3 at the 2019 ITTF Portugal Open. 

• Jouti lost 4-0 to Tamas Lakatos at this hurdle at the 2021 World Championships. 
 

Truls MOREGARD (SWE) vs Eric JOUTI (BRA) – Men’s Singles Round of 128 | Table 1 | 21:10 
(GMT+2:00)  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
FIXTURES/RESULTS/DRAW 
 
You can access all the latest fixtures and results from 2023 ITTF World Table Tennis 
Championships Finals here, with the full draw from all five events available to view here. 
 
EVENT FACTS 
 

• The first-ever World Table Tennis Championships Finals was held in London in 1926. 

• This is only the second time the World Championships Finals has been hosted on 
African soil in the event’s history.  

• Cairo was the last African city to play host to the World Championships Finals in 
1939. 

• Five trophies are up for grabs in Durban: St. Bride Vase (Men’s Singles), Geist Prize 
(Women’s Singles), Iran Cup (Men’s Doubles), W.J. Pope Trophy (Women’s Doubles), 
Heydusek Cup (Mixed Doubles). 

• Richard Bergmann (17 years and 303 days old) and Deng Yaping (18 years and 90 
days old) hold the record for the youngest players to lift the Men’s Singles and 
Women’s Singles titles, achieving the feats in 1937 and 1991 respectively. 

• Victor Barna holds the Men’s Singles record of winning the title five times, while 
Angelica Rozeanu holds the Women’s Singles record, winning the title six 
consecutive times (1950-1955). 

https://worldtabletennis.com/eventInfo?selectedTab=Results&eventId=2660
https://worldtabletennis.com/eventInfo?selectedTab=Draws&eventId=2660


 

• This is only the third time that the World Table Tennis Championships Finals have 
been staged outside of Asia or Europe following Cairo in 1939 and Houston in 2021. 

• Fan Zhendong and Wang Manyu are the defending Men’s Singles and Women’s 
Singles World champions. 

 
 
PLAYER INFORMATION  
 
The following Top 16-ranked singles entries remain in contention: 
 

Men’s Singles (Top 16 Entries) 
 

PLAYER AGE MA PLAYING HAND GRIP PLAYING STYLE 

FAN Zhendong 26 CHN Right-handed  Shakehand  Attack 

WANG Chuqin 23 CHN Left-handed Shakehand Attack 

MA Long 34 CHN Right-handed Shakehand Attack 

Tomokazu HARIMOTO 19 JPN Right-handed Shakehand Attack 

LIANG Jingkun 26 CHN Right-handed Shakehand  Attack 

Hugo CALDERANO 26 BRA Right-handed Shakehand Attack 

Truls MOREGARD 21 SWE Right-handed Shakehand Attack 

LIN Gaoyuan 28 CHN Left-handed Shakehand Attack 

LIN Yun-Ju 21 TPE Left-handed Shakehand Attack 

Dang QIU 26 GER Right-handed Penhold Attack 

LIM Jonghoon 26 KOR Left-handed Shakehand Attack 

Quadri ARUNA 34 NGR Right-handed Shakehand Attack 

Darko JORGIC 24 SLO Right-handed Shakehand Attack 

JANG Woojin 27 KOR Right-handed Shakehand Attack 

Dimitrij OVTCHAROV 34 GER Right-handed Shakehand Attack 

Patrick FRANZISKA 30 GER Right-handed Shakehand Attack 

* Accurate as of 19 May 2023 - Full player list here 

https://worldtabletennis.com/eventInfo?selectedTab=Player%20List&eventId=2660


 
Women’s Singles (Top 16 Entries) 
 

PLAYER AGE MA PLAYING HAND GRIP PLAYING STYLE 

SUN Yingsha 22 CHN Right-handed  Shakehand  Attack 

WANG Manyu 24 CHN Right-handed Shakehand Attack 

CHEN Meng 29 CHN Right-handed  Shakehand  Attack 

WANG Yidi 26 CHN Right-handed Shakehand Attack  

CHEN Xingtong 25 CHN Right-handed Shakehand  Attack 

Mima ITO 22 JPN Right-handed Shakehand Attack 

Hina HAYATA 22 JPN Left-handed Shakehand Attack 

Ying HAN 40 GER Right-handed Shakehand Defence 

Adriana DIAZ 22 PUR Right-handed Shakehand Attack 

Sofia POLCANOVA 28 AUT Left-handed Shakehand Attack 

Nina MITTELHAM 26 GER Right-handed Shakehand Attack 

CHENG I-Ching 31 TPE Right-handed Shakehand Attack 

Jia Nan YUAN 37 FRA Right-handed Shakehand Attack 

Miyuu KIHARA 18 JPN Right-handed Shakehand Attack 

Miu HIRANO 23 JPN Right-handed Shakehand Attack 

DOO Hoi Kem 26 HKG Right-handed Shakehand Attack 

* Accurate as of 19 May 2023 - Full player list here 

 

https://worldtabletennis.com/eventInfo?selectedTab=Player%20List&eventId=2660

